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that they could make shift to do without what comes to
them from over the seas, whereas the destruction of her
commerce would be the starvation of her people. The
twelve principal articles of import into the United
Kingdom are given in the returns as Corn and flour,
Raw Cotton, Wool, Sugar, Wood, Metals, Bacon and
beef, Animals, Butter and butterine, Tea, Silk manu-
factures, and Flax, hemp, and jute. Of these, six are
food stuffs, and five are the raw material of our manu-
factures. Without them we could neither sustain life,
nor make the fabrics which we barter for the produce of
the world. Other great nations import chiefly manu-
factured articles, which at a pinch they could do with-
out, and export chiefly raw materials and food. They
could, therefore, live and fight, if their foreign trade was
for a time cut off, whereas we could not. France, for
instance, the one among them whose circumstances most
nearly approach to our own, is not dependent for subsis-
tence upon supplies from abroad; and Russia not only
feeds her own people, but has a large surplus for expor-
tation. Our imports of corn and flour amounted in
1883 to ^"67,000,000; whereas those of France, when
the value of her exports of the same articles are
deducted, came to less than ^"13,000,000; while Russia
exported to the United Kingdom alone ^"11,000,000
worth of them. In other words Great Britain imported
for every man, woman and child 'among her people
about 250 Ibs. of bread stuffs ; France imported about
50 Ibs. a head; and Russia exported to this country
about 30 Ibs. for every unit of her population, in addition
to what she sent to other nations. And with regard to
animal food we stand in much the same position. A
large and rapidly increasing proportion of our supplies
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